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delight. In my old age many a pleasant memory of that
beautiful country and those happy days comes back to me
from time to time, with a fierce desire to be in camp again,
in the wilds amid the tigers, the hills, trees, and lakes of
beautiful Chandah. And before going further I would
desire to add my humble testimony to what has been so
ably advanced in defence of the character of the tiger by
Mr Rees, M.P., in a recent letter to * The Times.' There
is no doubt that the tiger is often unfairly debited with
sins of which he is entirely innocent. If a jealous husband,
for example, in some remote village summarily disposes of
an errant wife, the corpse will be thrown near the jungle
at nightfall, and in the morning, when the jackal and
hyena have mangled the remains, the police will be in-
formed of another tiger-kill to swell the Government returns*
The police, for a few rupees, will accept the story readily
enough. And the village neighbours will much prefer that a
tiger be unfairly accused than have a murder case opened up,
which will bring many of the police to the village and result
in a long and expensive investigation. In this manner, too,
the character of the snake is often unfairly maligned,
Domestic differences settled out of court are put down
to him, the unjust accusation being sustained for reasons
similar to those given above. In the jungle the tiger has
his place in the local economy, just as the cat has in the
villager's house or barn. He is necessary to keep down
the vermin. In the districts of which I speak the tiger
was easiest found in the jungle on the outskirts of the
cultivation, where game was plentiful. If he was what I
may call a c* virtuous" tiger, that is, one in good health,
who hunted and lived on game, he was respected, nay,
even beloved, by the villagers. For in these wild districts
the jungle impinges on the cultivation, and the deer, pig,
and other wild animals are most destructive to the crops*
One or two healthy tigers, then, would be regarded as a
real blessing, as without them, the game would flourish
and increase too exceedingly. The "virtuous" tiger gen-